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THE O.T.l.P. Program - Discovering talent!

The second year of the Oceania Talent Identification Program (OTIP) was launched in
Brisbane — Australia, on the 10™ July during the Oceania Weightlifting Congress.

This program which started 12 months earlier has been an outstanding success in identifying
talent in the region, especially in the Pacific islands. Quite a few identified students from
2012 competed in this year’s 2013 Oceania Championships. The OWF was delighted to see
this as it fulfils the aims and objectives of the OTIP program. In fact we are confident that
quite a few of these young students will be competing at the Olympic Youth Games next year.

This year, the second year of the program, so far it has attracted 2,640 students from 53 schools. And we are confident of
breaking last year’s record of 3020 once we get the second batch of entries, which will be finalized in January.

The identified students from different countries have just completed a training camp at the Oceania Weightlifting Institute in
New Caledonia. The outcome was very successful as all students showed tremendous interest. In fact we are confident that
we will see all of the students competing at next year’s Oceania Championships.

Obviously without the financial support of the International Weightlifting Federation and also the Oceania National Olympic
Committees, this program would not have been possible. The OWF is indebted to Dr. Tamas Ajan, President of the IWF, for

his support and enthusiasm towards this program. Also special thanks to Eva Moska from the IWF for assisting with the
organisation of this program.

Also to the Comite Territorial Olympique Sportif (CTOS) and the City of Mont Dore for allowing the students to stay at the
Institute. The slogan used for the program was:
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The 2013 Oceania Weightlifting Federation Congress held In Brisbane —Australia on July 10" was the venue where the second year of the OTIP
program was launched.



2630 students from 53 schools took part in this years program. They were from the following countries: Australia, Niue, New
Zealand, Tonga, Tuvalu, Samoa, Fiji, Solomon Islands, Marshall Islands, Kiribati, Nauru, Wallis & Futuna and New
Caledonia. Countries such as American Samoa, Micronesia, Palau and others are still running the program due to their
education calendar being different and the second training camp will be held in late January.

COUNTRIES BOYS GIRLS TOTAL SCHOOLS
MARSHALL ISLANDS 41 50 91 2
TONGA 113 84 197 4
SAMOA 456 218 674 3
FlJI 228 152 380 4
NIUE 21 14 35 1
SOOMON ISLANDS 106 54 160 5
AUSTRALIA 42 24 66 16
NAURU 325 296 621 3
KIRIBATI 184 70 254 3
NEW ZEALAND 87 14 101 10
TUVALU 16 14 30 1
WALLIS & FUTUNA 7 4 11 1
TOTAL SO FAR 1626 1004 2630 53

Students from many parts of the Pacific Islands taking part in the OTIP program. ‘
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The students from the many countries of the region selected by their own Federations training at the Oceania Institute in Mont Dore, New Caledonia
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Ulina Sagone a student from Fiji won this Tie Fauesina ,a student from Fetuvalu High Malia Vaiolina Vena , student from
Year the 48Kg Oceania Championships. school in Tuvalu. Apifo’ou College -Tonga

The OWF General Secretary Paul Coffa speaking to the OTIP students at the Paul Coffa presents at’shirt to this year student Vicky Maomaisasi
Oceania Weightlifting Institute in New Caledonia. Solomon Islands.
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Mr Michel Quintin, Executive Director CTOS, and the President of Weightlifting in New Caledonia, Mr. Jean-Paul Robelin visited the OTIP students at one
of the training sessions at the Oceania Weightlifting Institute in Mont Dore.

¥

“a

There was no conversations during meal times from the students until all food was consumed.

We were very pleased to see that all students were keen to train and learn as much as possible. Correct technique
was shown to the students by the resident elite lifters who worked together with the students in every session. We
were very pleased also that the lifters blended in very well together, even though they came from many different

countries and different cultures. The camp also gave insight to the students of what is expected at international level
as well as the role of the IWF and the OWF in the development of the sport.
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Paul Coffa MBE
OWE General Secretary
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Motoria Tanos 1 Vicky Maomaisasi Chris Rangidimi Anna Tauhola
Niue Solomon Islands Nauru Wallis & Futuna

Petelo Lagiku!a Peter Enoch Ulina Tinaiadivila Sagone Rayvon Dekarube
New Caledonia Marshall Islands Fiji Nauru

Vitolia Rose Tauasi Blake James Shadbolt Malia Vaiolina Vena Tie Fauesina
Niue Australia Tonga Tuvalu

Adams labeta Tovale Toavalu Faasipa Tom Jaye Waibeiya
Kiribati Samoa Nauru



