In Athens,
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Absent: Dimas and 18 Other Medallists

Four years after, let us recall
the glorious table of the
medal winners at the last
Olympic Games in Athens,
including 24 men’s and 21
women’s names. Let us re-

live the

Ybakou wag onl

Y silv . .
every, thing possiblo o er medallist, Since 2004

exhilarating contests, the
heroes, the performances,
the results and the unfor-
gettable battles. At the
same time, we may muse
on how much the avant-
garde has changed since.

Where are our heroes of

four years ago? Where are
those today?

Of the 45 Olympic
medallists of Athens nine
men and ten women have
been absent from the three
world championships held
after 2004. They are:
Champions:
Mutlu, Berestov - Polsak,
Chen Yanqing, Skakun and
Tang Gonghong
Silver medallists:
Le Maosheng, Akkaev,
Razoryonov - Li Zhuo, Ri
Song Hui, Krutzler
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Bronze medallists:
Rubio, Pechalov, Dimas,
Pisarevskiy — Mosquera,
Stukalava, Popova

At the 3 world champi-
onships that took place
since Athens, two Olympic
champions dared to face the
new rivals as many as three
times: Shi Zhiyong and Liu
Chunhong.

Shi Zhiyong - in a new
bodyweight category - cap-
tured 5 gold, 2 silver and

1 bronze medal. Liu Chun-
hong also collected some




honours, although her

injury in Santo Domingo

largely prevented her from
sweeping the field the way
she had used to do. Her bal-
ance of three gold and 4 sil-
ver medals can still be a tar-
get of envy for many.
Two of the Athens silver
medal winners deserve a
special chapter.

all three times, in snatch she
won the silver medals also
three times. Following her
Olympic vice-champi-
onship, she became six-
fold world champion and
three times runner-up. She

set world records in snatch
and total.

Now, briefly on other

Athens 2004 medallists:
Andrei Ryhakou, BLR,
added 13 kilos to his Halil Mutlu, TUR -
Olympic result. No-one else | Afteralong break he
has been able to top his returned victorious to

393kg. On his way, he won
seven gold medals and set
four world records in
snatch. He is most
deservedly regarded as a top
favourite for Beijing.
Jang Mi-Ran, KOR. She

the stage at the Euro-
pean Championships of
2008. His 269kg total
proved to be sufficient
for a win. This, howev-
er, is really very far

from Mutlu’s 305kg

increased her Athens score world record and the
of 302.5kg to 319kg 295kg he had won the
(+16.5kg). In the three third Olympic gold
world championships of with. He was aiming
2005, 2006 and 2007 she - as told to world
pocketed the maximum of 9 | Weightlifting - to
medals. In total she took capture,

the gold
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The best of the 69kg

and did not lift
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of the in Athens (from left)-
CHN, Nicolai Pechalov, CRO. Since th];t)(iaf:l‘;f 212_

championships once; Pechalov went to Santo Dom

KOR, Zhang Guozheng,
hang attended the world
L got injured in the warm-up

as the first weightlifter
in the world, a fourth
Olympic gold medal.
Unfortunately, in July
he decided to give it up.
What a pity!

Ihang Guozheng, CHN

— He cleared the stage in
Doha and Santo Domin-
go for his countrymen
and fellow Olympic
champions. But in Chi-
angMai he came back
and won. He jerks always
as much as is needed to
win on the overall.

Sagir Taner, TUR

- He had won the
Olympic Games before
winning the world cham-
pionships. Back in Athens
(as ajunior still) he arrest-
ed the world by a 375kg
total and a glorious victory.
With the Olympic champi-
on title already in his pock-
et, he went on winning in
world championships once
in total, plus taking silver
and a bronze medal. In the
last three years his best
result was 361kg.

Pyrros Dimas, GRE

- He was last on stage in
Athens... He resigned with
the wonderful collection of
three Olympic gold medals
and one bronze. His name
was called at the medal cer-
emony in Barcelona,
Atlanta, Sydney and even in
Athens, and the whole
world loved him. The
Olympic Games will be
strange without him.
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Out of the +75kg

up 6 WC gold med

Games, Agatd

Hossein Rezazadeh, IRI
— He continued to domi-
nate even after capturing
the second Olympic title.
Following triumphs in
2005 and 2006, he was
injured in a car accident in
2007 which put him out of

competition for a long time.

If he is all right, he has no
match. He can go for the
third Olympic gold in Bei-
jing. Nobody ever has done
the hat trick in the heaviest
category.

medallists only Jang
als in three years,
Wrobel left the sport

Taylan Nurcan, TUR

- The Olympic champion
reappeared at the 2007
World Championships,
when she took bronze
medal in snatch. In the jerk,
however, she made zero.

At the Games in Athens she
was the best of the lightest
category with a world
record of 210kg. Since the
Olympics she has registered
one official result: at the
2005 European Champi-
onships 195kg in the 53kg
class.
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Chen Yanqging, CHN

— The story of the 29-year
old Olympic champion can
tell us much about China’s
richness in weightlifting.
Chen won the gold medal
in Athens with a 237.5kg
total in the 58kg. Ever since,
she has not been entered to
any of the world champi-
onships in spite of the five
world records she estab-
lished in 2006 in Doha, at
the Asian Games. In total,
for instance, she recorded
351kg!

an title holder piled
hong never ¢

me back aftel’ the

Pawina Thongsuk, THA

- It was at the Olympic
Games in Greece that she
fooled the world and
stunned us when, as top
favourite of the 69kg, she
chose the 75kg class instead
- and won with a total of
272.5kg. Next year in Doha,
another twist in her story:
Thongsuk took part in the
63kg and won again, this
time with a marvellous new
world record total of 256kg.
Amidst the celebrations, we
did not realize that it was
the last time we saw her on
the world stage. Recently,
she announced her retire-
ment.
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